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First 
Sunday 
Of Advent 

 
 
 
 
 

Faith In Action 
Virtual assembly 
12:30PM 

1 Virtual 
 Second week  
Of Advent  
Liturgy2B/4B 
 
   
   
Virtual 
Parent Teacher 
Interviews5-7pm  
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Virtual 
Parent Teacher 
Interviews 5-7 
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Gospel 12:20 
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5 Second  
Sunday of 
Advent 

6 
99 

 

7 

 
 

 
 

 

 

8  
Third week of 
 Advent Liturgy 1/2W 
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12:20 Gospel 

11 
 

 

12 Third  
Sunday of 
Advent 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 

15 Fourth week  

Of Advent 
12:30PM 
 Mrs.Cormican’s 
class 

 
Division  Board 
Meeting 
 

16 Advent 
Mass 9:00 am 

 
Last day for 
our Student 
Teachers 
We wish 
them well! 

17 Faith In Action 
Last day before  
Christmas  Break 
 
Pajama Day! 
 
 

18 

19 
Christmas 

Holidays 

Begin 

20 
 

 
 
 

21 
 
 

22 
 
 

23  
 
 

24Christmas Eve 
 
 

25 Christmas Day! 

26 Boxing 

Day   

Feast  of  the 

Holy Family! 

 

27 

 

28 29 30 

January 4 

2022 

First Day  

For the 

New Year! 

31 News 
Year’s Eve 
 

January 1,2022 

New Year’s Day! 



WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS!  

PRINCIPAL MESSAGE: 
 

As we prepare for the “coming” of Jesus, this Advent season, 

we are mindful of the virtues of hope, faith, joy and peace. The 

circular shape of the wreath, without beginning or end, 

symbolizes God’s complete and unending love for us. It also 

represents eternal life which becomes ours through faith 

in Jesus Christ. Each of the four candles of the Advent 

wreath signify the coming of our Savior. During the first 

two weeks of Advent, we light the first two purple 

candles. The Third week of Advent we light the Rose 

candle that is used to signify joy; and on the fourth week 

of Advent, the final purple candle is lit to mark this week of 

prayer and penance (http://www.catholic.org).  

We, as Catholics, also celebrate December as the month dedicated to 

the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The feast of the 

Immaculate Conception takes place on Wednesday, December 8
th

, 2021. This feast invites us to 

meditate on the virtue of purity as it harmonizes perfectly with the significance of the Advent 

season. Throughout the Advent season, our students will be leading liturgical celebrations on a 

weekly basis. When we light the candles of our Advent wreaths, we trust that Jesus will bring 

new hope to our world. 

 

May God bless you and yours during this Christmas season!  

 

Mrs. Shannon Collier   Mii ss ta Ki an nis Ki a Kii  
CSM Principal 
 

  

 

 



       

 
 

 

 

Christmas Craft Day:  Monday, December 13
th

, 2021 

(afternoon)  

 

Students and staff will be taking part in a Christmas 

craft afternoon on Monday, December 13
th

, 2021.  

 

 
 

 

Family Christmas Sing-a-long evening: google meet Wednesday, December 15
th

, 2021 

 

All families are invited to join us for a Virtual 

Christmas evening Sing-a-long on 

Wednesday, December 15
th

, 2021.  
 

Christmas Sing-a-thon  

Wednesday, December 15 · 6:00 – 7:00pm 

Google Meet joining info 

Video call link: https://meet.google.com/jam-cijf-duj 

 
To join: click on the link above or copy the link address into your 

browser.  

 

 bring two sticks (wooden spoons will do), jingle bells if you can & YOUR SMILES!  

 

 

 

Christmas BINGO & Pajama Day: Friday, December 17
th

, 2021 

 

The last day of school before Christmas break is Pajama Day. We 

will once again be offering School wide Christmas BINGO!    

https://meet.google.com/jam-cijf-duj


A NOTE FROM THE CHILDREN OF ST. MARTHA SCHOOL COUNCIL

As always, the CSM School Council is grateful to everyone that has helped with our initiatives this fall.
Thank you for the contributions to our Wreath and Sign Winter Fundraiser. Unfortunately, we will be
delaying the Purdy’s fundraiser until the Spring. So, keep an eye out in the new year for our annual
Read-a-Thon and Spring fundraiser!

We also wanted to take this opportunity, on behalf of CSM School Council, to thank all the school staff
for their hard work over the fall. Wishing all of you a restful and restorative Christmas break and many
blessings to you and your families over the holiday season. To all our school families, be safe and stay
healthy this Christmas!

Calling all interested people!  We are looking for room reps for each of
our classrooms to sit on the School Council!

If you would like to Join this great team please contact Shannon

Collier 403 381-8110 or CSM Admin@holyspirit.ab.ca



 

Become a 
Homestay Family 

 

More International 
Students Arriving in 

January! 
 

Have a fun and caring family? 

• Enjoy learning about other      
cultures? 

• Have a spare bedroom? 

• We offer $800 per month 

 

Open your home to an  
International Student this year! 

Please contact Wendy Urquhart 

                   (403) 331-4458 



Family Centre’s program registration for the January – March session will be open on 
December 6th.  For more information check out the website All Programs – Family 
Centre (famcentre.ca) 

Everything she wants to be!

https://www.famcentre.ca/all-programs/
https://www.famcentre.ca/all-programs/


“And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One 
has done great things for me, and holy is his name.”

Luke 1:46-49

Mary, the mother of Jesus, commonly referred to as Mary, Mother of God, Saint Mary, Virgin Mary 
and Blessed Virgin Mary, is one of the most admired figures in Scripture, and considered by many to 
be the greatest of all Christian saints. She was chosen and prepared by God to be the mother of His 
Son, because she freely chose to cooperate fully in the graces given to her and in the vocation she 
received. She was a willing servant who trusted God and obeyed His call. While her life held great 
honour, her calling also required great suffering. Though there was joy in motherhood, there was 
great pain in the privilege of being the mother of the Messiah. Despite these things, she responded to 
God with great obedience and submission to His plan. Her life never robbed Jesus of His glory, for 
her mission was to witness the glory of the Son of God. 

Together on the Journey

ST. MARY

“Then Mary said, 
“Here am I, 

the servant of the Lord; 
let it be with me

according to your word.” 
Then the angel departed from her.”

                                                                                 
- Luke 1:38

"The religious sense of the Christian people has always found expression in various forms of piety surrounding the Church's sacramental life, 
such as the veneration of relics, visits to sanctuaries, pilgrimages, processions, the stations of the cross, religious dances, the rosary, medals, 
etc." (CCC 1674). There are many devotions that Catholics have to Mary, from devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe to Mary, Undoer of Knots. 
One particular sacramental devotion is the Miraculous Medal, which has held a special place in the heart of many Catholics since 1830, when 
the Blessed Mother appeared to St. Catherine Labouré and asked her to create it.

The Miraculous Medal

There is no superstition, nothing of magic, connected with the Miraculous Medal. 
The Miraculous Medal is not a “good-luck charm”. Rather, it is a great testimony to faith and the 
power of trusting prayer. Its greatest miracles are those of patience, forgiveness, repentance, 
and faith. God uses the Medal, not as a sacrament, but as an agent, an instrument,
in bringing to pass certain marvelous results. “The weak things of this earth hath 
God chosen to confound the strong.”   (1 Corinthians 1:27)

“O Mary, conceived without 
sin, pray for us who have 

recourse to thee.”

The rays that shoot out from 
Mary’s hands “symbolize 
the graces I shed upon 

those who ask for them.”

Mary standing on the globe, 
with the head of a serpent 

beneath her feet.

The year 1830 on the 
Miraculous Medal is the 
year the Blessed Mother 
gave the design of the 

Miraculous Medal to St. 
Catherine Labouré .

12 stars represent 
the 12 Apostles.

The cross reminds us of 
Jesus’ cross of 

redemption.

The “M” reminds us 
that Mary is both Mother 

and Mediatrix.

Two flaming hearts. 
The left heart, circled with 
thorns, represents Jesus. 
The right heart, pierced 

by a sword, 
symbolizes Mary.

St. Mary
Schools: École St. Mary, St. Mary Taber

Our Lady of the Assumption



As you journey with St. Mary this month...

Together on the Journey

Sources: Daily Lessons from the Saints by Fr. Brice Higginbotham
6 Fascinating Facts about Mary, Mother of Jesus
What Is The Miraculous Medal
Association of the Miraculous Medal

WEEK ONE
What do you think it was like for Mary and Joseph to talk about this baby having been conceived 
miraculously? To receive the visit of the wise men, to fly by night into Egypt, to return to 
Nazareth? Imagine yourself in one of these scenes. What might God be teaching you through 
this scene?

WEEK TWO
We all have many memories of Christmas - memories of family, 
food, presents, and the rest. When you think of Christmas, what 
makes you think of Jesus? Spend a few moments today thanking 
God for that memory.

WEEK THREE
Think about your mother today. How has her life blessed you? 
Where does she need your prayers? Offer a prayer to God today 
for your mother.

WEEK FOUR
Who do you consider a spiritual parent? Who in the Church has 
handed on the faith to you? Who in the Church has taught you 
about the Bible? Which family members? Which priests or deacons 
or bishops? Remember their teaching and thank God for them 
today.

         

8    Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
      Virgin Mary
12  Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe
12  National Day of Prayer in Solidarity with 
      Indigenous People
25  Christmas Day/The Nativity of the Lord
26  Feast of the Holy Family

Jan. 1  The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother
             of God

Feast Days and Celebrations 
December 2021

Sunday Gospel Readings

Dec. 5th/2nd Sunday of Advent
Luke 3:1-6

Dec. 12th/3rd Sunday of Advent
Luke 3:10-18

Dec. 19th/4th Sunday of Advent
Luke 1:39-45

Dec. 26th/Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Luke 2:41-52

St. Mary
Schools: École St. Mary, St. Mary Taber

Our Lady of the Assumption

https://www.beliefnet.com/faiths/christianity/galleries/6-fascinating-facts-about-mary-mother-of-jesus.aspx
https://catholic-link.org/images/what-is-miraculous-medal-catholic/
https://www.amm.org/AboutAMM/Miraculous%20Medal%20Story.aspx
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